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A Funeral Sermon. 


1 Pet. 1. 17, latter part, Paſs the time of your 
Sojourning bere in Fear. 


HE Perſons to whom this Epiſtle was written, 

are (tiled Strangers; and Strangers they were, 

both in regard of their preſent Diſperſ/on, being 

ſcattered up and down the Kingdoms of the Gen- 
tilesz and alſo in regard of their Spiritual Condition, being 
Pilgrims and Sojourners in the World. The Apoſtle in this 
Chapter does both comfort them with the hope of what 
they were to enjoy hereafter, and counſel them how they 
ſhould carry themſelves during their abode here. 

Firſt, He comforts them with the hope of what they were 
to enjoy hereafter. He tells them that being begotter: agaiz: 
to a lively Hope by the Reſurre@ion 7 Chriſt from the dead; 
they were the Heirs of God, to an {rheritance, incorruptible, 
wndefiled, and that will never fade away, reſerved in Heaven 
for them ;, and aſſures them that they ſhall be kept by the 
Power of God through faith anto ſaluation. Notwithſtanding 
therefore all their trials and temptations which were apt to 
occaſion heavineſs, 'they had reaſon to rejoice with joy wr- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory. | 

Secondly, He 'Counſels them how they ought to carry 
themſelves during their abode here. They muſt not faſpron 

A '2 + thems- 
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themſelves according to the former Iuſts in their ignorance. As 


He that called them is Holy, ſo «ſt they be Holy in all man- 
zer of Converſation. They mult call on the Father giving them- 
{clvesto prayer. They muſt never be unmindful of the day 
of Judgment which will be firict, without reſpe# of perſons, 
and according to every mats work, and they muſt be ſure to 
paſs the time of their ſsjourning here in fear, 
In the words we have 

T. A DireQion howto paſs our Time, and that is 7: Fear. 

II. The Reaſon, which is twofold. 

I. 'Tis a time of Sojourning, not of any long continuance. 

2. "Tis a time of ſojourning here in the World, which 1s 
a place fall of Sin, and Snares, and Enemies; and therefore 
the greater fear and care 1s requilite. 

I raiſe from the Text three Doctrines. 

Firſt, While we are here in this world, Time is afforded ws. 

Secondly, A Chriſtians Time, is but a time of Sojourning. 
Thirdly, Our time of ſojourning is to be paſt in Fear. 


Dodt. I. I begin with the firſt of theſe. While we are 
here in this world Time is afforded ws. 

In the handling of this Dorine, I ſhall firſt tell you how 
the Scripture deſcribes that Time which 1s afforded,and then 
inform you, towhat end it is afforded; and then make ſome 


Application. 


In the firſt place I am to give you a Deſcription of Time. 

x. The time that is afforded us 7s very fbort. 1 Cor. 7. 29. 
"But this Iſay Brethren the time is ſbort. The life of him that 
lived longeſt that we read of, reaching almoſt to a Thou- 
ſand years; what was it, if compared with Eternity 2 But 
alas now our. days are much ſhorter then the days of thoſe 
wholived quickly after Adam had Joſt his Immortality. 'Tis 
a ſtartling queſtion, what is your life? Jam. 4. 14. intimat- 
ing, that life is not to bereckoned upon as durable - © far 
rom 


| - = 
A: Funeral Sermon. 3 
from that; that 'tis a vapour that appears for alittle while an 
then vaniſhes away. | 
Holy Fob does ranſack bothearthand Sea and air for ſtmi- 
litudes, to get forth the brevity of humane life. The Pot 
that rides ingreat haſt on earth 3 the Shipin the Sea: under 
Sail, that hath both Wind and Tide ; the Eagle in the ar, 
eſpecially when hungry and flying towards Aa prey 3 all theſe 
are very ſwift> And yet notwithſtanding Fob ſayes, his. 
Dayes were ſwifter. Job 9.-25, 26. | 
2dly. Thistime that is afforded us 7s Day time. Deaths cal- 
led Night; and life, Day, which goes before, Fokn 9. 4. 1 
nſt workthe works of him that ſent me while it is day, the night 
cometh when no man can work, | The ſhining light of the Sun 
makes the natural day. And the: time we have 1s truly 
termed a day in a Spiritual ſence, becauſe the Sun of Righte-- 
oulneſs is riſen, and thelight of the Goſpel ſhines fo clearly. 
How plainly and fully in this- our-day are the things of our. 
peace made known to us: | 
Fheday of grace did break about four thouſand years be-- 
| fore the Son of God was actually manifeſted in the fleſh... 
Some Revelation of the Second Adam, was made unto the 
firſt Adam ; and bill it grew lighter, and lighter, till at length 
the Word was made fleſh, and his glory was beheld, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth. Joh. 
I. 14. Under the new Teſtament diſpenſation there is-a 
fuller diſcovery of the only true God and Jeſus Chrift whom. 
he hath ſent, the myſtery of Redemption and Salvation 1s 
made plain that was hid from agesand generations. - Phece 
was a vail upon the face of Moſes to fſignitie the laws obſcu-- 
rity.: But now 1n Chriſt the vail is taken away, and with o- 
pen face, (if we willfully ſhut not our own eyes.) we may les 
hold the glory of the Lord, and be changed into the ſame Image. 
2 Cor. 3. 17, 18. 
Andastherc is a light which ſhinesduring this day, fo 'tis- 
deligncd for working, not the unfruitfullworks of darkneſs, . 
but. 
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but the-work of God and Righteouſneſs. Why ſtand ye here 
all the day idle £ Mat. 20. 6. Idleneſs i the ets 
and in the day time, ts inexcuſable ; eſpecially ſince the calls 
are {0 loud to come and labour in the Vineyard. "Tis un- 
reaſonable to be (leeping, to be (inning, when we ſhould 
be praytng, watching, and working out ourown Salvation. 
_  - gly. The time that is affordedus is anaccepted time. 2 Cor. 
6. 2, Behold now is the accepted time zauges «oye ©, here 
may be an alluſion unto the year of Jubilee which was very 
acceptable and welcome, becauſethe ſervants then went out 
free, and the inheritances returned to them from whom 
they had been alienated. Liberty now is proclaimed in the 
'Gaſpel unto the Captives Chriſt bath aboliſhed death, and 
hath bronght to light life and immortality, which though 
loſt by fin, may yet be recovered by thoſe who by patient 
contirmance in well doing ſeek for it. Rom. 2. 7. 
Nine funt moliſſuma fandi Tempora. Now 1s the time to 
pray - the Lord looks down from Heaven upon the Children 

eaen to. foe if there be any that do underſtand and ſee God, 
Pial. 14. 2. And he ts very near to them who call upon 
-him in trath. Now he will regard cryes, now he will bot- 
tle tears, but when this accepted time-'is gone, cryes in Hell 
will be loud, and tears will be ſhed toEternity, but no mer- 
ey. or compallion. will be ſhewn. Well may this preſent 
time be called an accepted time, for while this laſts Chriſt 
may be accepted by the Sinner, and the Sinner returning 
with his whole beart will be accepted and received by the 

Father. | 
1. Chriſt way be accepted by the Sinner. He is ſeriouſly 
and generally offered, the Goſpel is robe preached to every 
ercature, . Ml this axy laws he ſtretches forth his hand even to 
there thet are difobedient and gainſayiug. Rom. 10. ult. The 
Fountain in the Goſpel is an open Fountam, allthat thirſt 
arc invited tocome Rer. 22. 17. The Spirit aud the ' Bride 


fay come,, and let hin that heareth ſay come, and let hins _ : 
att.ar 


UM 


A Funeral Sermon; 5 TT 
athirſt cone, and whoſoever will, let him drink of the waters of 
bfe freely. And as the thirſty may come for Satisfaction, ſo 
the defiled may come for SandGification. Chriſt is now 
preached, - Chriſt s now tendered; and to as many as re- 
ceive him, he will be made Wiſdow and Righteonſneſs and 
SaztHification and Redemption. 

2. Daring this accepted time, the [inner returning will be 
accepted and received by the Father. Prodigals though they 
come home in Raggs, and urged by Neceility, being ready 
to. perifh in the farr Country 5 yet ſhall not find the door 
ſhut againſt them. The Father exceedingly rejoiced, when 
his Riotous Son, firſt came to himſelf, and'then came home. 
Lath 15. 32. I was neect that we ſhould wake merry aud be glad, 
for this thy Brother was dead and is alive again, he was loſt 
and he is found. The greatnel(s of Guilt, the nroft abomina- 
ble Defilements ſha not be an impediment unto a finners 
reception if he confefles bes Wickednefs, and looksto Jefts, 
and conſents to be deanſed as well as: pardoned. I/e. 55. 7. 
Let the micked. for fake his way, and. the nurighteoits man kis 
thoughts; let him be willing tobe made Holy wm his Conver- 
ſation, and pure in his very Heart alfo ; and {et kin retwree 
to the Lord. and he:well have merey wpore hine 5, aud. to our God. 
and he will abnndantly Pardon. 

4. The Time that is afforded. us, is a time of Saluntion. 
2 Cor. 6. 2. * Behold now is the day of Salvation, therefore re- 
ceive not the: Grace of God m1 vain;; the tidings of fabvati- - 
on ſhould be very welcom to loſt frners, riothing more fiut-- 
able; mg. more -needfidl unto ſuch then falvation ;. and - 
the more {ad'it'is tobe loſt and to perils to: Erernity; , the- 
more ſhould that Everlaſting ſalvation, which the Goſpel? 
does reveal, be: valued. Now is the onely time to repent; 
and'beheve, and-recerve the onely Saviour,. who idehvyers: 
from: fin. and. wrath\to\come 5 if once any. dye-inthein.ſins;. 
there 15.n0 comming, unto. Chuiſt to:make, peace, afterwards: 
We read mn Scripture: of a: mnddic wall. of partition, and of: 

Ri 
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a gilph fixed : the middle wall of partition, that ſin has made 
between God and the ſinner, though it be high and great, 
yer upon Paith and' Repentance it will be broken j chem 
Ezra acknowledges that: their Iniquities were increaſed” over 
their heats, \and their-Treſpaſs was grown up to the Heavens. 
Ezra 9. and yet they were pardoned. But hereafter a gulph 
will be fixed,” and' fixed” Eternally, and then ſalvation will 
be impoſhble, Luk. 16. 26. And beſtdes this, there is a great 
gulph fixed between us and you, ſo that they who would paſſe from 
henceto you cannot, neither can they paſs to us that would come 
thence. Let | 

5. The/T me that is afforded us is the laſt time, 1 John 2. 
18. LittleChildren it is the laſt time. Oh'be not ſo fpiritu- 
ally childiſh as to play and fin it all away : In the Original 
- it runs thus, '$9am dga. 1t 7s the laſt hour toſhew how quick- 
ty it will be at a perpetual end, (© as no more is to be ex- 
pected : Shortly the Oath will be ſwore, that there ſhall be time 
20 longer. Rev. 10.6. If you prodigally laviſh out your pre- 
ſent time of Life and Grace, you will indeed havean Eternity 
to lament your Folly and Madneſs in; but'you ſhall never: 
be turned into the World again, nor truſted with a ſeaſon 
and means of Grace and Salvation any more. And ſince' it 
5 the [aft time, we ſhould conclude, that'we have none to 
ſpare for fin, and that we have none to ſpend in vain. ' 


In the Second place, I am to inform youto whatend Time 
is afforded us in this World. 

T1. That we may ſeck the Lord. ' He looks down from Hea- - 
ven to ſee if any do underſtand and ſeek God, Pfal. 14. 2. And ' 
ſarely-all that do underſtand God or themſelves, will ſeek 
him with their whole Heart. Now he 1s near and may be 
found, this is/great encouragement to ſeek © 1/a. 55. 6. Seck. 
the Lord while % may be found, 'and call: upon hin while he is 

near, Pal. 105. 4. Seck the Lord and his ſtrength, ſeek kis face 
everiwore. \ Time 1s: given -us to: ſeck his favour,' to m to 
im 
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him inwhom our health 'and happineſlies. What is there in 
this world that defcrvesour purſuant? Methinks when we are 
eagerafter wealth and pleaſures, weare juſt like Children run- 
ing after Feathers and Bubbles blown up in the air,But if we 
ſeek the Lord, we ſhall find that heis good, nay that he is 
*Beff. Communion with him will cauſe the. fulleſt joy : 
they ſhall have abundant cauſe to. praiſe the Lord that jeek hins 
and therr hearts ſhall lave for ever, Pſal, 22. 26. 

2dly.Twe i given us that we may obtain libertyby Feſas 

Chrift. And if he make ws free we ſhall be free indeed, He 
can deliver us from condemnation, and from the guilt of 
ſin which makes us liable thereunto. He can redeem us from 
the curſe of the law, and reſcueus out ofthe hand of Satan 
who is compared toaſtrong man armed, and who leads all 
1mpenitent Sinners captiveat his pleaſure, He can redeem 
usfroni the bondage of Corruption, which 1s worſe than the 
bondage in Egypt or ' Babylon. And now i the time to ob- 
tainredemption. The price is already paid, all that we have 
todoe ts tocome to Chriſt, to receive him, and to reſign 
our ſelves to him that the redemption which he has purcha- 
ſed may be apphed. 

3dly. Time is given us, that we may ſeek an inheritance in 
another world, that we may ſeek for Glory and Honour and: 

Immortality. A Kingdom is revealed to us, on purpoſe that 
we may be violent and take it by force. Ina fhort time how 

many —_ did Alexander the Great Conquer. But a 
better and more Glorious and Laſting Kingdom ſhould 
bein our Eye. And it ſhould be ourgreat Jef that our 
time may endin a bleſſed Eternity. 

4thly. Time is given us, that by Grace and Holineſs we way 
be made meet for Glory Grace does not indeed merit Hea- 
ven, but it makesus meet to be admitted thither. Whez we 
are delivered from the Power of darkneſs, and tranſlated inito 
the Kingdom of the Son of God: when we walk worthy of the 

Lord unto all pleaſing : being fruitfull in every good 

: B work 
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work and increaſe in the knowledge of God', then we are making 
meet tobe partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in light.-Col, 
I-'70,"11; 12,13. oh EU - 


Now follows the Application. vet 

O/. 1. Is time afforded us > Let ws be thankfull, for 'tis a 
talent of great value. Oh how much may be gain'd in time? 
So much as may cauſe praiſes and rejoycing to Eternity. 
Peace maybe now made with God. Sandifying grace may 
benow wrought : and a titleunto and afſurarice 'of Glory 
may be now obtained. The triumphant Saints, what im- 
provement did they make of time when they were in the 
world, and what bright Crownsdo they now wear. 

God hath dealt otherwiſe with Man then he did with the 
Apoſtate Angels, notimeat all between their Sin and Puniſh- 
ment. He fared not the Angels that ſinned, bat immediately 
caſt them down to Hell and delivered them into chains and aark- 
z1eſs tobe reſerved unto the FTudgment of thegreat day. 2 Pet. 2. 
4. There was no door of hope opened to 'them,) no offer 
of grace, no reprieve granted; no time or ſeaſon of mercy 
allowedthem, but they fell like lightning ſuddenly, remark- 
_ ably, and by ſich aforce that they could not withſtand, and 
"that from the higheſt Heaven to the loweſt Hell. The De- 
vil *envies finfall man his t-2e, and would fain ſteal it from 
him, therefore Man ſhould'be'the more thankfull for it, and 
bethe better Husband of it. | 


QUF.1I. If time be afforded us here in this world, ther: we 
ſhould be the more vigilant leaſt it be ſtolen away fromns. A | hou 

' many theives of time there are which we (ſhould watch a- 
eainſt. | The works of darkneſs require time to do themin. 
Ungodly company how much 'time do they conſume ! Im- 
rtinent and corrupt communication, cauſes hours to paſs 
away unſenſibly which can never be recalled. Sinfull 
thoughts, unruly paſſions, wicked- projets, worldly cares 
ſpecula- 
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ſpeculative filthineſs and'uncleanneſs, ambitious and cove- 
tous defignes ; oh what infatiable cormorants are all theſe:of 
precious time. Moſt loſe both timeand ſouls by ſuch things 
as theſe; therefore Watch and Pray that your time may be 
better employed ; then. to be waſted-all of it,. ſocontrar 
unto theend for which it was vouchſafed, namely unto Gods 
diſhonour and your own deſtruction, 


OF. 11. If time only be afforded here in this world ; the 
farely we have enough to do with3t. 


The Favour of Godis to be intreated. 

The Nature is to be changed, innumerable luſts are to 
be mortified. 

Satan is to be reſiſted who is{ubtle, powerful, and unwea- 
ried in his aflaults, 

The World is to be Conquered : 

Self is to be denied and overcome 3 

The Heart is to be watch'd and kept with all diligence be- 
cauſe ſo Treacherousand Deceitfull, 

Many Ordinances are to be engaged in, and in every or- 
dinance we ſhould be ſincereand ſpiritual, | 

'The' Commands of God are exceeding broad, and yet 
we muſt have reſpect unto them all. 

Every Relation calls for Duty, and every Duty ſhould be 


filled with Grace ; 
WehaveSoub that are of great worthand in great danger, 


to ſave 3 
We have Hell to eſcape, Heaven to ſecure, and Eterni- 
ty to provide for. Surely Here's work, enough to do. Hippo- 
crates of old complained in the beginning of his Aphori/ms 
*O Blog Beeryds 5 SN Thxyy1 wengh, that Art was long but Life was ſhort 
but much more to the purpoſe may it beſaid, that a Chris77- 
ans work is long and. great, but his time is ſhort to doit in. 
Where is loytering then? it is excluded, Surely fooliſh as well 
B 2 as 
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' avcur{td.. is he hk waſts his Himes: La egos todo his 
main work, or does it-negligently. 


Dot. 2. The ſecond Doftrine follows, which is this. 
Chraftians time is 4:tivee of Sojournivgi Dazid lookt a 
himſelf as no ather then a $pjourner; and confelles that all 
his Fathers were ſo before him. Pfal,39. 12. Hear wy prayer 
O Lord, give ear unto my cry, hold not thy peace at my tears, 
for 1 am a ftranger with thee, and a fojourner as all my Fathers 
were. 

A Chriſtians time may well be called a time of Sojourning; 

For while he is in this World, 

He is abſent from his own Country. 

His heart is upon his Country. 

Heis going towards his Country. 

And it will not be long ere he be artived fate in his 
Country. 

r. While the Chriſtian lives here, be is abſent Hap kis 
Conntry. 'The tune of Sojourning is an the Original, 3; 
Taturias x80, Now they are ſaid =eganzivs tO {0journz who 
are Strangers 11 another country, and are not yet come to 
their deſired home, -Chriftians-are not of this World, but 


\ 


-4n regard oftheir new Nature they are born dot fxom above 


Foh. 3.3. Chriſt ſpeaks thus concerning his Diſciples, . They 
are'not of the World even as T am not of the Wo f. Sandi 
them through thy truth, thy word is truth, Joh. 17. 1 6, I7. 

The Chriſtian before his Cotwerlion i is a ſtranger to God 
and a forreigner 3 but aſſoon as ever he is regenerazed, he 
is choſen out of the World, and- becomes a ftranger wn it, 


- andiis made a Fellow-citigen withthe Saints, and. af. the. houf 


hold of God. Eph. 2. 19. In regard of hisnew Birth he is of 
Heavenly extraction, God is his Father, the Heavenly Jeru- 

ſalem his Mother, his Inheritance and Manſion.is above, and 
while at. hanie in the body he is abſent from\the Lord and 
from his Manſions and can never be at-reft, tall he has left 


the 
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the body, and is preſent with the Lord in thoſe Manſions 
which he is goneto prepare. 


2. While the Chriſtian lives.1a this World, his Heart 7s 

his Conntry. His Treaſure 18 there, no wonder if h#s 
beart be there alſo. Mat, 6. 21. There are many indeed 
who walk as Evemies to the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe end is De- 
firn@ion, whoſe God is their Belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, 
and who mind earthly things. But the fincere Chriſtian, /s 
Converſation is is Heauen. Phil. 3. 18, 19, 20. His Faith 1s 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not 


ſeen, and by the eye of Faith he looks within the Vail, and 


rejoyceth in hope of the Glory of God. Helees his Salva- 
tion approaching nearer and nearer every day;under all his 
heavineſs he comforts himſelf w#h#hat joy which is ſet before 
him,and he patiently labours,and is unwearied though he a- 
bounds in:the wark of the Lord, .knewing that his;labour 


willnathejn vain, for all bis payns will be tally and forever 


recompenced by that reſt that remains for ,the People of God, 
Heb.g. 9. | 


3. The Chriſtian/is continually going towards his Country. 


This World is the Inn. where he lodges, the way where he 


paddles, ' but his face is towards Zan; Juſt like our Lord who 


though he paſſed through a Village. of the Sazaritazes, zet 


ſet bis face.ftedfaſtly towards Jexulalem... Lak, g. 51, 52,53. 
All the good actions of a Chriſtian are ſteps.towards Heaven; 


all the holy Duties which he performs ſarioully, do.mightily 
advance him in his way -thither : his holy and heavenly 
Meditations, Ieſires, and: Aﬀectiens,, do ſtrangely ſpeed 
hm:towards home. 'T be Chriſtian: growes ,in,Grace, and: 
fo:becomes riper for Glary 3: he adds.t9 his faith wrtue,, aud 
to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge: temperance, and. te texr- 
perance patience, and to patience godloxeſs, &c. and thelethimngs 


in him and -abounding, at abyndant entngnce, 35. ad 


wziniſtred to bins mato theeverlaſting Kangdow, 2/P&t.;J.. - 
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4. It will not be long ere the Chriſtian be arrived (afe ir; 
his Country, Hark Keg: Apoſtle, FA 10. 37, Tet 4 ; 
while, and he that ſhall come will conre and will not tarry, This 
Earthly houſe of Believers Tabernacle, cannot ſtand long, 
and aſloon as ever it is diflolved, they have a building of God, 
an houſe not made with hands, Eternal \in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 
5. I. The Believers time of Warfare is ſhort, and then he 
1s diſcharged 3 but his Triumph will be Eternal. He has a 
ſhort cut toa long, 'nay an Eternal, but a Bleſſed home. 
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Application, 


 *UFI.. Of Reproof'to the Ungodly, whoſe time is as ſhort 
a the time of Believers, and yet they live as if they were to live 
here alwaies. How many Covetous and Voluptuous Ones 
are there, who are ſo eager after Wealth and Pleaſures; that 
they could hardly be more earneſt, ſuppoſe their Wealth 
and Pleafures'could'/be enjoyed to Eternity. It was a juſt 
compHintof Seneca, lib:de Brevitate vitz. cap: 4. Tar: 
Semper” vieuri 'vivitis,' nimquant vobis fragilitas veitra ſuccur- 
rit, non obſervatis quantum temporis tranſterit, velut ex pleno 
&- abundantt perditis. Onnmiatanquan mortales timetis; om- 
21a tanquan immortalis concupiſcitis. You live as if you were 
to live alwaies, you make no good uſe of your own frailty, 
you obſerve not how much itime! is paſt already 3 but ſtill 
loſe mbreas our of a full Stock, and as: if all would never 
be done; and your defires are eager after Earthly things, 
as if your ſelves were Immortal, and were never to be part- 
ed from them. | Let thoſe who profeſle Chriſtianity bluſh 
and\mend,” when they hear an' Heathen talk at ſuch a rate. 
Let ſniners learti the art of Holy Arithmetick, and /o »ewr- 
her their dayes as to apply their hearts unto Wiſdom. On 
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the great Cheat, who endeavours to make you loſe your 
time ; he has cheated you of much already, if he gets all, 
he will get you and all; for after Death their 1s no getting 
out of his ſnare. | 


Uſe II. Since wicked men are to live but a ſhort time, as 
well as Believers, ſurely their good things cannot be enjoyed 
long. The Rich man in the Goſpel, was clothed in "Purple 
and fine linnen, and fared ſumptuonſly every day while he lived: 
But death ſtript him of his gay clothing, took him away from 
his well-ſpread Table 3 and 'twas ſaid to him, Sor, remember 
thou in thy life-time, no longer than Lite-time, recezvedſ# thy 
good things, and Lazarus evil things; but now he 1s Comforted, 
and thou art tormented. Luk. 16:25, "Twas true in general, 
that Zophar ſpake, thongh he made a wrong Application of 
it to Fob who was more righteous then himſelf. Fob. 20. 4,5; 
Knoweſt thou not this of old, frmce man was placed upon Earth, 
that the Triumphing of the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the 
Hypocrite but for a moment © How ſhould it terrifie wicked 
men to- conſider, that their pleafures-can be but for a ſeaſon, 
but their pains and torment will be endleſs. Their Honour is 
fading but their Contempt and Shame will be everlaſting. Dan. 
12.2.their gains are inconſiderable and will quickly begone, 
but their loſs will be of no leſs then of their Souls and Hea- 
ven, andcan never be repaired, | 


Qþ. II. Since a Chriſtians timeis a time of —_—_— 
It may comfort him, that as himfelf is not, ſoneither can hi# 
troubles be very long lived, AfMictions are therefore the lighter 
becauſe they are but ' for a oment 2 Cor. 4. 17. Now Behevers 
are m their minority and conſequently under the Diſcipline 
of the Rod, but after Death they will be perfe&; and then 
correction will be needleſs. Now they are affaulted! with 
Satans Temptations he 1s liberall ofhis fiery darts, and'they 
_ have much ado withthe Shield of Faith and the A J 
God. 
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God to defend themſelves, but within a lutle while they 
ſhall be quite out of his reach; and a manmay as-cafily with 
an Arrow fhoot and hit the Survin the Firmament, as-the 
Devil with any Dart, hita Saint in the third. Heaven. Now 
Believers groan becauſe of a body of fin, and death that 
they. carry. about with. them; but when they | put of 
their earthly Tabernacle,this body of {in ſhallbe put off for 
ever: and throughthe natural body ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual 
one, yet. the body. of fin ſhall never have refiurrettian. 
Within a little while, God ſhall wipe away all tears from 
his PeoplesEyes, which implies, that both fin and ſuffering 
which are the cauſes of ſorrow wall be at an end, The Be- 
kever when he dies.he dies in the Lord, and Chriſt who 
has the Key of Hell; keeps that ſhut againſthim : as for Pur- 
oatory he did before believe, and he now finds to be ameer 
fiction, for the ſpirit ſayththat from thenceforth they reſt from 
their labours, andtheir works follow them. Rev. 14. 13. 


V.IV.: Of Counſel unto all. Since yourtimeisbut as a 
time of ſojourning, letmy advice, in theſe Scripture-parti- 
culars, be acceptable. 

1. You that oe Wives be as though you had one. 1 Cor. 
7. 29. and by a parity of reaſon you that have Husbands 
be as though ye had none, and you that have Children be 
as if you had them not. Sit looſe from your very Relati- 
ons. Love them indeed you ought 3 and eſpecially to 
their ſouls expreſs yourlove ; but remember your happineſs 
does not lye in the enjoyment of them, but in the enjoy- 
ment of God, who loves infinitely betterthen the tendereſt 
relations can, and who hves infinitely longer. 

2: Tow that weep be as thongh you wept not. 1 Cor. 7. 30. 
let not your tears run waſte, If you ſpend them upon fin, 
God has a bottle to pur them in, bat if you mourn immo- 
demtely., for loſſes, crofſes and afflictions, as common wa- 
ter:they. are ſpit upon-rhe Ground. That which you fo la- 
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ment the loſs of, be it Friend, Eſtate, or any.other outward 
comfort it could not have been enjoyed long, becauſe Life it 
ſelf is but a time of ſojourning. How vain are thoſe things we 
areſofond of while we have them, and when by their be- 
ing taken away they further diſcover their vanity 3 why 
ſhould our eyes be ſo full of tears, and our hearts ready to 
break with ſorrow at parting, 

3. You that rejoyce beas though ye rejoyced not, The abſence 
of the creature ſhould not caſt you down, the preſence of the 
creature ſhould not liftyouup. *Twas obſerved concerning 
an Heathen that being baniſhed by an ungratefull Country, 
and afterwards recalled, he went and came back with the ſame 
countenance, neither was his ſorrow exceſ{ive when he went, 
nor his joy whenhe returned, but there was an unchanged 
evenneſs in his ſpirit, though there was ſo great a change in 
his condition. It wasa notable ſaying of Sexeca, Res ſewers 
eſt gaudium. Joy 18a very ſeriousthing, therefore, tisunrea- 
ſonable to rejoyce in athing of nought. Worldly joy is mad- 
neſs, and carnal mirth what doth 1t? If you rejoyce barely 
becauſe you profper in the world and increaſe in Richey, 
and have ſenſual delights at command ; of how little a mat- 
ter makes fools merry. Many that are deſpairing in Hell, 
were once thus merry as well as you. Oh let your joy be 
turned into a right Channel, Reioyce in God, and his great 
goodnefs, rejoyce and work righteouſneſs; rejoycein Chriſt 
Jeſus, here's no danger of exceſs, though joy be urſpeakable 
and full of Glory. 1 Pet. 1. 8. 

4. Youthat buy, be as though you poſſeſſed not. Why ſhould 
your hearts be glued to an eſtate? why ſhould you ſtick faſt 
in the thick clay? Riches are not for ever neither doth a 
Crownendure to every Generation. Toy brought nothing in- 
to this world, and. tis certain you can carry nothing out. 1. Tim. 
6. 7. You preſent fubſtance is notenduring, and therefore 
though you have it in your hands, let it not get into your 
heart. David Cautions 1f Riches increaſe, ſet not your hearts 
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on theme. Plal. 62. h | 
Ht 'T That's a'Scrip Gre RE, chfraterk fo hom 
atl _— ke ca It unto Pe 1 al 3 %e 1 By j Cuery 
man, wal a main, bew, fure ly they hel diſaueted, in. vagn, 
he "he perb's 0 ies _ pol 70k, Tho ſhall. — C14. And 
71070 ord. what wait [ epe 35-1n, the the e 
s. You that nſe t nf [old 4H hou 


4 1a heed of abut for the 
fa Ft of this. world paſſeth away. 1 ou % ſalafpair pt 
zeus ozimes. Ta ke heed of periſhing by. the abuſe oh thoſe 
things s the uſeof 1 Winch 1s 3 fall ks ad congerning the 
Old World. before th the! Be BY | ps 1Ng Sages 
and kh before there GE by F1 wean 


they eat they drank, they bought they ſould, they planted they 
builded, is mar ried and | were given in martiage. Luke. 17. 
26,—3O. Non! of theſe things were in themſelves ynlawhall, 
but they were to eager after them, their hearts were. iQ, ſet 
Ee, KN Goda LDuty. and. Heaven. ere neglected, 
arid they gr. F-5594 {ecyre 1m, their Karth neſs and 6, Wicgangk 5 
"ny, then flowed ugden and. fi al ruing and. deſfrudon. 
'Since Four time is ſhort an but atimeof ſojourning; 
by your ſer 70uS diligence, derla are Plain that, you ſeek, abetter 


Conntry than 7s to, be found ' op earth. har k YOUr- Pains an 
ſtriving convinge 2 crab, wo 


deſerve tg be n lefted. MR ogy ac xang belevin 

Strangers a and Pilgrims - old omthe Apo hols * 
Reb, Yu. #4, 15. 16. For $1 5 WY Rs ines declore 
plaizly, that the -j ſeek a Country, and, truly if they _ yy mind- 
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be called, their God; "far he ath þ prepare "farther al %, "Be 
not flothfull' but followers of them who through faith and, 


patience inherit the Promgs, AGrown, anEterna] Inheri- 


tance, a Kingdom is before you. Be nat weary;inwelldgs 
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Dot. 3. I evine unto the third and Haſt D&Htifie iwlitch 
is this 04r Hreof) Jojo # to be pi 7 fear, Fearlda prace 
of {o great necellity atid uſefulneR, that ſorherimes it 15 put 
forthe Whole of Religibri. Fob. 38. 28. Unto man he ſaith 
behald, the fear of the Lord thut 35 Widow. Religion is thetrii- 
eſt wiſdoritih the World, and?d depart from evil & ptiderſtands 
7g. As fiothing cit bedorne fcceptably Wittiout faith, {6 1o- 
thirig car be done Riwvilly Withourfdr, We miſt fed our 
Raves ih Rar, we muſt wbtſhip jt Rr, ahd pdfs out time 
itt fear. In the AatdHing bf, tis Dottine, I (Hall rſt peak 
concttnitls this Rat, altd Rcbnidly give you good tealons, 
why ore tine 13 to BE palt IH RAP, ard then eonctude with 
the Utles. . Ro OT EN 


Ti the firſt place I im tb fpeak concertithg this. fear. And 
# Peat may teldes thre od, WE thipfie £8 REL Hite 
ifi our hearts by mdking hit dir fear, add by qatig him 
ori dread. Tis excellent countt? of Selim. Priv.53. i p 


Be thin ti the fit of the Lord all the hy Ib»: We fhou 
et Od alivaiesbefore'ts, and ffand im awe of him perperii- 
3Ty;,- this Wottfd fake us tb walk __y 1d Took: better 
to tit wayevand hearts. Atalltimics, beſievethit you are 
obſerved by in allfecing eye ; believe that. Gofis alf po- 
werftill as well as allſceing and that he is infinitely pure and 
holy ard ripfitcous, as well as powerfull, {6 that he can take 
no pleatirte' in wickednels, bur hatesall the workers of ini- 
quity. Retticgiber that God is Teſti, Frllex & Vindex, 
a Witnefs'of all” that's done at prefent. He will judge the 
worldin righteoutneſs; and he will take vengeance on them 
that kriow not God, and who diſobey the Goſpel. Nay let 
kis very'goodneſsſtirr pp feat iti you, leſt you miſs of that 
goodhtfy > indileatt Nighted goodnefend/in the foreſt and 
G4 great- 
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reateſt ſeverity. Let that Prophecy be accompliſhed in 
_ _ Z. They ſhall fear the gue ju his CG 72 the 
er dayes. | 
+2. Fear may relate unto Satay. We ought to be jealous 
and afraid, leſt that evil One rob us of this Treaſure of Pre- 
cious Time. He had never any time of Mercy granted to 
him, therefore he envies ours; and indeavours to hinderour 
Repentance, though we have ſpace to Repent in. We that 
have ſuch an Adverſary to deal with, who has ſo many 
Wiles and Devices to bring about our ruine, and who if he 
can but make us trifle out our preſent time, will compaſs his 
end,whichis our Eternal Deſtruction 5 it certainly concerns 
us to.have our eyes 1n our heads, to be ſober and wigilant,and 
to reþſt hint being fey in the. Faitb; and there ſhould be 
4.continual fear, leſt we be beguiled through his jubilety. 1 Pet. 
2 © of ado a ey Þ 
2. Fear, may relate unto this World, The World is fo 
ſaitable unto the ſenſes and fancies of men, that*tis the great 
Engine which the Prince of the-,Power of the Air uſes. to 
batter Souls with : with: this bait he catches them. - By the 
World and the things of the World, he draws them away 
fom God, and intices them. into the way which leads to 
Hell. When he Tempted the Captain of our Salvation, he 
hoped that ell the Kingdoms of the World and all the Glory 
of tkem, would be lookt upon. as a conſiderable offer. Mat. 4. 
And though our Lord difdained the World, and comman- 
ded the God of it to get behind him, yet the offer of the 
World is taking with the moſt, and therefore our fear and 
jealouſie ſhould be raiſed. The World is apt to fetze upon, 
- our time and thoughts and love. -., And. truly. many, give the, 
World their whole time, they ſlight Spiritual things as ima- 
ginary, (which yet are moſt realNand purſue after the World 
all their days, and though in old Age they have one foot as 
it were in the Grave, yet their covetouſneſs after. it, does 
not abate but is rather augmented. When we are prone ip 
avi 
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laviſh out our time upon the World, that Scripture: ſhould 
check us, 1 John 2. 15, 17. Love not the world neither the 
things that are in the world, if any man love the world the love 
of the Father is not in him. T he world paſſeth away andthe luſts 
thereaf but Le that doththe will of God abideth for ever. 

4. Fear may relate #»to our ſelves, Our. ſpirits are trea- 
cherous, therefore we ſhould fear leſt they deal deceitfully 
with God and with us. Our Souls are of great worth, there- 
fore we ſhould fear continually while we are in this World, 
leſt any wrong be doneto them.and eſpecially leſt they beloſt 
and miſcarry for ever. If we are ſenſible of the worth of 
our own Souls, and fear their being injured ; ſurely we ſhall 
be ſenſible of the worth of time too, and take care that it 
be improved to the Souls advantage. | 

5. Fear may relate unto ovr Time. We ſhould fear leſt 
it be all gone before our great work. is done.. Oh how faſt 
doth it poſt away / Our glaſs has been running ever ſince 
we were born, and 'tis nearer and nearer being out every, 
moment, and when once tis out the glaſs will be taken. 
down, and never turned or ſet up any more. Time is 
painted with wings, and. is bald hehinde ; ſhould we not. 
fear, and catch Time by the forelock ? The Country-man, 
that ſaw the Riverrun ſo faſt concluded unreaſonably that 
the water would quickly be all gone, then he might go. 
over dryſhod. But when we behold time running away 
"tis reaſonable to conclude, twill quickly be all gone; 
and therefpre ſhould: fear dallying and delaying as to that, 
great bufineſs, for which our time was given us. Time is 

altening .to.an end, oh. let us fear,, and haſten our. eſcape, 
from the windy Storm: and. Tempeſi, Let us haſtento the; 
Lord Jeſus that we may be reconciled, healed, and faved;- 
let xa make haſt.and not delay to keep Gods commandments,, 
Pal. 119. 60. It is called: to day, and to day may be the: 
Laſt call, and, therefare harden not. your hearts any, langer,. 
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In the ſecond ym am to give you the Reaſons why 

our Time ſhould be paſt in fear. 
Te This fear will make us watchfal, and to and vpre vie 
guard, and thus to do is for our Intetcſt, confidermg we 
are militant, are engaged ina war with enemies which ate 
powerfull and unwearied, and exceeding watchfull to take 
all advantages againſt us. The great Captain gives this 
Word Watch, unto all the Saints and Souldiers, Mar. 12. 
#lt, What IT ſay #nto you T ſay unto all Watch. 

2. This fear ſhould make us Pray. And to how good 
an account does that Time turn which is ſpent in the duty 
of prayer. The Devil dreads Prayer, God is delighted 
withit, and how is the ſoul both pleaſed and profited. He 
that gives himſelf to prayer gives himſelf unto God, and 
what will God deny to ſuch an one ? 

3. This fear will rake Time to be redeemed, former tieg- 
ligence will be lamented, and diligence for the future 
doubled. 

4. This fear will caufe ns to work ont onr own Salvation,and 
to depend on God to work ir: 44 both to will and to db, and 
then we ſhaft will ſincerely, then we ſhall work to ptr- 
poſe, Phil. 2.12,13. Se 


had . 


Uſe F. Of reproofto wicked men, who inſteed of paf- 
ſing their Time m fear, are moſt ſottifhly ard ſecurely pro+ 
digal of it. Tf an houſe be loft by fire, if a ſhip be loſt 
by Sea, if an Eſtate be loſt by frand, or if ar husband; 
wife,. or childe; be Ioſt' by death, how piafffonately are 
theſe loſfes talked.offBue the lofs of Time 'who latnetits 2 
Secure fouls-look upon; this Iofs'as not wort takitig notfce 
of. Conſider 0 tranſareſſonrs, and ſhrew your ſelves men. 
Ts -it reaſonable for you to ſquander away your Time ſtifl, 
-who have nor one'fin pardoned, who have not fet' ove 
ftep in. heavens way, who have not done the /eaſ# _ 0 
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God, and. who have uot made any the leaſt proviifiere fer 
Etermity, | 5 019902 Es 


Uſe II. It ſerves to inform us of the wiſdoz2 2s well as hap» 
peneſs of thaſe: mba fear always, Prov. 28, 14. Happy is the 
man that feaxeth alwayes, but he that. hardneth his heart ſhall 
fall-inta-miſchiefs They are indeed the fools who: were not- 
afraid that Ga and: the world ſhould: have their vime, and 
Hell and the Devil their Souls; but they are truly wiſe thar 
fear God, and employ their time in keeping his commana-- 
meats, for this is the whole of man, 


Vſe TIT.. Of Exhortation, Let me perſwadeallts paſs 
the time of your ſojourning here 1ntfear.Let the time paſt 
of your life ſuffice to have made proviſion for the fleſtvto ful-- 
fil. the-luſts of it, andibe prevailed: withto: live the reſt of 
Jour tire in the fleſh, not. tothe luſts of men but unto the-will. 
ofi Gad; 1 Pet34a > 3» 

L Canfider when you are tempted: fearlefily-to miſpend. 
time, what: apprehenſions others have: of? time. 

Iz Some perhaps. are: upon» a- ſick. bed, their conſciences- 
awakgned,and-ina.tuging manner reproaching then-with their- 
folly in. counting. time: no more precioms:;. they-are upon the 
brink of} deſpair, andiready; to conclude; that the day off 
grace: is:paſh, and tlie merey: of the'Lord: cleamgone for: 
ever. Oh mibipreteritos referatiſi Jupiter-annos!* they wills: 
they had-their- dayes: to. live over again, that God!and: 
Chriſt; their ſouls. and: heaven: might;have- moro'of their: 
time andipainsaad labour; | 

2». How: many ſerious Chvifiians may bs) up on:their khvees.,, 
when thawast: triſling: thy time awayy: they-areſpendings 
theirs in; prayer.and ſupplication,. withi{trongorying andy 
tears they lamem:thewntfin, they: wreſite» earnelthy, for-par- 
don and grace ; oh with what. vieleage-da theg:cry.to be: 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, and from eter- 
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nal condemnation ; they do not put the evil day far from 
them, but take care to uſe all the time well before it comes, 
that it may rot come upon them as a ſnare at unawares, Luk. 21, 
34435+36- Et ; 

3. When tempted to trifle time away, think with your 
ſelves, how many millions in Hell are bewailing the loſs of 
time. Oh with what anguiſh do they refle& upon their 
miſpent dayes, and weeks, and months, and years / Could 
weask the Sodomites, in whom abundance of idleneſs was 
found, what they think of time now? ſurely they 
would anſwer what Solomon ſayes concerning wiſdom. 
That the merchandiſe of Time 7s better then the merchandiſe 
of ſilver, and the gain thereof then fine gold, that Time is 
more precious then rubics, aud that all the things thou canſt 
deſire are not to be compared toit. 

4. Thoſe that in glory are reaping the fruits _—_ di- 
ligence, what thoughts have they of Time ! they don't at all 
repent they ſpent their livesdifferent from the common cu- 
ſtomofthe world, the yare far from grudging their pains and 
labour for a moment, who have received the recompence 
of reward,even afar more exceeding andeternal weight of 
Glory. Thus think what apprehenſions others have of time. 

1. Remember you are upon your good behaviour, and if 
you ſtill miſpend your time it may be ſhortned. The Lord will 
not endure to have his Talents ſtill abuſed; the ſlothful 
ſervant thatis not a good husband, and much more he that 
isan ill husband, ſhall have his Talent taken away from 
him. The parable of the figtree that was fruitleſs though 
planted in the vineyard is remarkable. The Lord of the 
Vineyard after three years expeQation of fruit in vainſays 
cut.it down why cumbreth it the ground. The dreſler of the 
vineyard interceds for one year longer, but if no fruit then 
be found, it »wſt be cut down and made fewel for the fire 


without remedy, Luk 13.6,7,8,9. 
| | 3. Let 
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- 3 Let death be ſeriouſly thought of. That enemy vpon the 

pale horſe has been-upon' its way towards you ever ſince you 
were born, and every day it comes ſtill nearer. What mar 
is he that liveth that ſhall not ſee death? Plal. 89. 48. And 
ſhould not- you paſs:;your time in holy fear, whoare haſt- 
ning tothe grave.? +: 


And here let me ſpeak to the Relations of the-party de- 
ceaſed, whoſe will I underſtand it was that a Sermon ſhould 
be Preached, and after Printed, I ſuppoſe for his Relations 
Spiritual benefit. I was a ſtranger to him, and therefore 
may juſtly be excuſed if I enlarge not in his commendarti- 
on. The dead as they do not underſtand, fo neither do 
they need our praiſes. That which will be profitable to 
the living to take norice of, is this, That he dyed young. In 
the very prime of his youth, after he had been about half 
a year an husband, he was taken away. What age or con- 
dition, or place can-be named -inwhich-we may be ſecure 
from Death 2 Oh reckon not upon long life, for then you 
will live carelefly, but prepare to follow your deceaſed 
friend, He found it hard as he ſaid, to repent and believe, 
do you pray hard that repentance and faith may be given 
you. What apprehenſions had he of the worth of Time and 
Chriſt when he was ſtepping into Eternity 2: Oh let both 
Chriſt and Time be precious to you now. 


4. Believe a judgement to come, and that it will be without 
reſpe& of perſons,- this is mention'd as a motive 11 the verſe 
where my text lyes. God will call you to a ſevere account 
ſhortly for all the Time he has given you in this world ; 
fear to be found evil and \lothful ſervants, for the doom 
of ſuch will bedreadtul, Matth. 25.30. Caſt ye the unprofita- 
ble ſervant into outer darkneſs,there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth.God will judge you according to your works: 
Oh fear to employ your Time in the unfruitful works of 

D 


dark« 
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darkneſs. - The righteous themſelves will ſcarcely be ſaved, 
not withour gteat difficulty, though none of them ſhall 
miſs of Salvation. Certainly all ſhould be awakened, 
with fear and trembling, to work, and to improve the time 
of their ſojourning,when they read 1.Pet.4:17,18. What 
ſhall the end be of them that obey not the goſpel: of God. and 
if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and 
the ſinner appear 2 | EE +) —p8 Ba 
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